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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 02047 191727Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 
CCO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 H-02 INR-07 
10-13 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 SP-02 OC-06 PRS-01 
SS-15 USIE-00 USSS-00 SY-05 FAA-00 WRD-01 MCT-01 
SCSE-00 SCA-01 /093W 

191735Z 012498/41 

O 191620Z MAR 76 

FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 6834 

INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT NIACT IMMEDIATE 

AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 

AMCONSUL ADANA 

AMCONSUL IZMIR 

UNCLAS ANKARA 2047 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, EAIR, TU, LE 

SUBJECT: TURKISH AIRLINER HIJACKED 

1 . TURKISH MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS MENTESE ANNOUNCED 
AT 1700 HOURS LOCAL TODAY, MARCH 19, THAT TURKISH AIRLINES 
(THY) FLIGHT 259 WAS HIJACKED EARLIER TODAY SHORTLY AFTER 
TAKEOFF FROM DIYARBAKIR AND FORCED TO FLY TO BEIRUT, WHERE 
IT LANDED AT 1530 HOURS LOCAL. WE DOUBLE-CHECKED WITH 
MFA DUTY OFFICER, WHO CONFIRMED REPORT. 

2. AIRCRAFT, A BOEING 727, HAD 167 PASSENGERS ON BOARD. 

WE ARE CHECKING WITH THY, FOREIGN MINISTRY, AND USAF 
INSTALLATION AT DIYARBAKIR REGARDING PRESENCE OF U.S. 

CITIZENS ON BOARD. 

3. INITIAL REPORT FROM USAF OFFICERS AT DIYARBAKIR IS THAT 

NO RPT NO USAF PERSONNEL FROM THAT INSTALLATION WERE ABOARD, 
BUT THAT ROBERT KNES, GENERAL ELECTRIC CONTRACT EMPLOYEE OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 02047 191727Z 

USAF AND MRS. MARGARET MARUNCHAK OR MARUNCEK, 

BOTH IDENTIFIED AS U.S. CITIZENS, WERE ON AIRCRAFT. OFFICERS 
ARE ON WAY TO DIYARBAKIR AIRPORT TO LOOK AT MANIFEST. 

MACOMB ER 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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